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cold immersion, mcrcnry, so as to produce salivation in twenty-four hours eW 
tricity, ammonia, assafatida, alkalies, acids, indeed all that the most acute and 
active intellect could suggest. Sometimes, when every resource had been 
exhausted, and the patient left to himself, he has recovered! some of the ancients 
and among the moderns, Mr. Hunter and Dr. Parry, point out that recover? is 
sometimes spontaneous; and the prognosis of that learned and practical physician 
Dr. Parry, which is borne out by an observation of Celsus, will generally bel'ound 
to be correct, that if in an adult the pulse, by the fourth or fifth day! does no? 
reach 100,or,perhaps, 110 beats m the minute,the patient almost always recovers- 
if, on the other hand, the pulse on the first day is 120, or more, in a minute, few 

instances will be found in which he will not die. ' 

I have spoken to you of the external application of tobacco in tetanus- it has 
likewise been employed as an injection, am! has been extolled highly. Mr. Duman 

finrPff 1 "lehf’i 1 ’? • m d ai" 1 ° "", ch w ? s , muctl spoken of at the time; you wili 
b?n,n.| d » ? ln ‘ e r 2 , n , d numb ", of ‘ ba “Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal, it was successfully treated, but-as the pulse never rose above 94, it may¬ 
be fairly ranked amongst those instances in which a remedy has obtained the 
credit of curing a disease which would, according to the prognosis which I have 
just quoted, have ceased spontaneously.— Ibid. 

35. On. the Use of Tobacco in Hydrophobia. By G. G. Siomond. M. D.—The 
f fl Sh v Ul ,L° nVU S,0I ! S lbat fo J S w n P on wounds, and the rigid spasm to which 
\ve give the general name of tetanus,” are supposed by many very acute nhv- 
“““ bcar a striking analogy to that formidable disease whichns produced 
bv the bite of a mad dog. Dr. Percival of Manchester, Dr. Rush of Philadelphia 
Dr. Gerard of Lyons, and also Mr. Ward of Manchester, have severally expressed’ 
his opinion, and have recommended practitioners to apply the same remeSies for 
wisr-'Y-" n for h, 'J dro P h ° b,a " Notwithstanding all the intellectual labour the un¬ 
wearied industry, and the repeated experiments from age to age of some of tlrn 

Srm£ C n? U ,h 1D,U1 , rerS - 1S a mel ? nchoI >' >™' b . ‘hat we mustconfess our tomd 
gnorance of the nature, the seat, the proximate cause, and of the treatment of 

n ° r mve - ad '' anced one sle P in unravelling the mysterious web 
y hich veils from our sight the truths that have been so long sought for There 
C °!‘ S " l ? UOn r at - Wc Can adn ’ inisler to the afflicted friends of the patient 
‘f' hlS su ® e ""S s are by no means acute, that pain scarcely attends 
the different stages; and that the by-stander is much more alive both to the danger 
Th d „™ - he ,h ?' *! resent themselves thah is the unfortunate individual, 

xhere is another thought, however melancholy the impression may be which is 
that death very speedily terminates the scene,'for seldom does life'extend beyond 
!he b h ° UrS a ? er , llle s .'' m Ptoms have developed themselves; so that 

the bitterness ofsorrow which must attend the sad spectacle of disordered reason 
a-,j,rayated by unwonted sensation, long continued, is always spared 
whiel'i 1> J - 0haCC , 0 "'? S < ed b 3' Dr - Huggan as a propeV remedy of 

uhli writ. fa ‘ r ‘,"1 b >' d r°P hob, V. n d U was again recommended bv the 
able writer of those articles on this herb which I have mentioned to you as exist¬ 
ing in the old Medical and Physical Journal; and the reasoning oil which it was 
proposed was very good. He pointed out the property possessed by the genus 
mcotiana and more particularly by the species labacum, of resolving the s'pasm 
f,b ^ ? r ' C ' imerback bad !“ opportunity of which fe coulfn” 
lull) avail himself ol its efiecls, but which enabled him to form some estimate of 
its value. It afforded some relief to a delicate child in an advanced stage of the 
disease; it gave tranquillity for three hours, but it was not persevered in so that 
hecould not ascertain the maximum ofits powers. 

In the latter part of the year 1834, I had two opportunities of witnessing its 
efiects. In one, it had not so complete u trial as in the other, for in one ifwas 
lale in the disease, and strychnia had been previously given to somee.xtent. Both 
these instances of hydrophobia have been published bv Mr. Pettigrew. In one 
mdtvidua 1 , George Grindley, who was admitted into thb hospital when the symp¬ 
toms were fully developed, seven enemas of tobacco infusion, at short intervals 
were administered; and the conviction upon my mind is, that the spasms were 
alleviated, but that we have not attained any further addition to our power of 
conquering the disease. When I first was called into consultation, he had, under 
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the direction of Mr. Pettigrew, already received two injections with a view of 
producing prostration of strength, and subduing the violence of spasm, without 
an abstraction of the vital fluid. It did not produce that impression upon the 
svstem which I should have expected; there was much less of sickness, of tremor, 
of cold sweat than tobacco, under ordinary circumstances, causes; the prostration 
of strength was at no time very strongly marked. 1 should not hesitate ngain to 
make trial of tobacco, from a feeling that it renders the last hours of life more 
supportable, but not from any confidence in its power of arresting the progress of 

It was a very singular circumstance, that within three weeks from the death of 
this patient, there was admitted into the hospital a female, with symptoms so 
similar to those that had been exhibited by this man, and by Thomas Porter, that 
if the history of the symptoms had not been most carefully traced, it would have 
been called hydrophobia, from the bite of a rabid animal. The same dread of 
swallowing liquids, of the admission of cold air, accompanied by nervous twitch¬ 
ing, almost amounting to spasm, were strongly developed, and I have never 
witnessed hysteria so much resembling the fearful malady of which I have 
spoken, as in this young woman who was restored to health. 

3C. On Tobacco lal;cn intcrnallij. By G. G. Siomond. M. 0.—Tobacco taken 
internally, is a very serviceable diuretic, although it has fallen into disrepute. 
In thirty-one dropsical cases in which Dr. Fowler employed it, eighteen were 
cured, and ten relieved; and Ifkewise in dysentery, out of eighteen cases seven 
were relieved, and ten completely cured. He gave it in different forms; an 
ounce of the leaves to a pint of spirit, or of vinegar, forms a tincture, or a vine¬ 
gar, of which from ten to twenty drops are recommended to commence with. 
The following formula for pills is likewise given, and is the most certain mode 
of exhibiting the tobacco:— 

Pulecris foliorum nir.olia.na Virsinicnsis, caute siccatorum; Conscnre rasa ru¬ 
bra, utriusque, 3j; Mucilaginis acacia, q. s.; fiat massa dc qua pilulte sexaginta 
formantur. , „ , , „ , 

To Dr. Fowler’s “Medical Reports" on the efleets of tobacco, I must further 
refer vou; to him it was suggested by a letter from Dr.Gordon, of South Carolina, 
addressed to Dr. Hope, in which the surprising effects of the ashes of tobacco, in 
dropsical cases, was slated; a half of a drachm, ot a drachm, of the alkaline fixed 
salts of tobacco, given in as small a quantity of water as possible, twice a day, 
producing the happiest results. 1 , . 

In disordered respiration this herb obtained the well-merited confidence of the 
older physicians, in cases where no organic alteration has occurred. It has, 
however, nearly fallen into neglect, from which state it will most probably revive, 
for it has latclv been tried to a very great extent, and with no small success, 
under a false name. At the time that the lobelia infiala was the subject of great 
panegyric, and that clinical lectures appeared in the periodicals, extolling its 
virtues in asthma, there was not a particle of it in the drug market. One firm, 
at the head of which was a shrewd, intelligent, practical man, had formerly had 
great experience of tobacco, and he proclaimed that his house was the sole mart 
for Lobelia; he made a spirituous tincture of the tobacco, which he supplied to 
the t: ide pretty freely, and it became a great favourite of the profession. My 
own experience led me to its frequent employment; nor did I discover for some 
time the artifice which had been practised. It, however, induced me to place 
"rent reliance on the auhereal tincture of tohacco, to mitigate the paroxysms of 
spasmodic asthma. It must, however, be remembered that where the lungs arc- 
diseased it is capable of exasperating the complaint, and that it always demands 
the careful discrimination ana judicious watchfulness oi the medical man.— Ibid. 

37. Medicinal <iualilics of Stramonium. By G. G. Siomond, M. D.—The most 
important medicinal results may be obtained from the use of stramonium, and 
with judicious management, it constitutes one more substitute for opium, which, 
on some occasions, is highly valuable. In the United States, this medicine is in 
much more common use than amongst ns, and you will find that they have, in 
their numerous periodical publications, many instances of their successful em¬ 
ployment of it in raanv morbid stales. 1 am persuaded that you will often be in- 



